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A Chinese man was recently killed by
his wife for not washing his feet before
getting in bed. The two, Wang and his
wife Luo, had just had a drunken argument, and she saw him get into bed
without washing his feet. In an inebriated state of rage, she set fire to the
bed sheets he was sleeping in. “When
he awoke, the two began fighting before a very drunk Wang collapsed.” Luo
left the room as the fire engulfed his
body and killed him. The couple was
recently married on February 2, and
was known for constantly fighting over
minor things. Luo has already been arrested by Chinese authorities.

Don’t dye your
poodle pink
A woman in Boulder, Colorado may
potentially have to pay a $1,000 fine
since she dyed her poodle pink. Joy
Douglas defended her reason for dyeing
the poodle because she wanted to bring
attention to breast cancer. She said that
she used Kool-Aid and beet juice to
make the dye mixture. The city ticketed
her, citing an ordinance that made dyeing animals illegal. The ordinance was
put in place to prevent animals such as
chicks and rabbits from being dyed during Easter. Her court hearing that was
scheduled for Tuesday was delayed until
April so that she could hire a lawyer. She
brought her dog to court that day but
was forced to leave it outside the courthouse.

1 in 4 teen girls
have an STD

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention revealed on Tuesday that 1 in
4 teenage girls have a sexually transmitted disease (STD). The most common
STD is a virus that can cause cervical
cancer. Almost half of the black teens
studied had at least one STD in comparison to 20 percent the white and Mexican-American teens. Only half of the
girls in the study admitted to having sex.
Of the ones that did admit to having sex,
40 percent had an STD. Many people
are blaming “the national policy of promoting abstinence-only programs.” The
same blame was used last year when the
government announced that the teen
birth rate went up between 2005 and
2006 for the first time in fifteen years.

Comedy for the kids

Scott Gallmeier

News Editor

S

aturday, March 8
marked the return
of comedian Steve
Hofstetter to Rose-Hulman’s
campus. Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity hosted the comedian
at Hatfield Hall, in efforts
to assist Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Vigo County. The
event was marketed to all of
campus and also to the entirety of the Wabash Valley,
selling tickets at five dollars
for Rose-Hulman students
and seven dollars for nonRose-Hulman students.
The event, designed to
assist the Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Vigo County, coincided with the Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Vigo County
“Bowl-for-Kids’-Sake,” an
annual event that comprises one of the organization’s
largest fundraising drives.
This year the goal had been
set to $50,000 in funds in
order to further assist the
youth in Vigo County. This
goal was through the contributions of all who attended Saturday night’s
performance by Steve Hofstetter.
Hofstetter’s performance
appeared to be well received, with approximately
four hundred people in attendance. The audience had
few moments in which they

weren’t wide-mouthed
with laughter. One such
person in attendance
was freshman computer
engineer, Alex Cobb.
Alex said, “Hofstetter
was one of the funniest
comedians I have heard
in a long time. None of
his jokes were lewd or a
cheap laugh. They were
actually intelligent and
witty remarks on our society today. And the great
thing is that it benefited
a great cause, Big Brothers Big Sisters. I am definitely looking forward to
him coming back next
year.”
Contributions did not
just end there, David
King, the event coordinator and junior mechanical engineer, also
recognized the contributions of Alpha Tau
Omega for the donation
of $150, the Residence
Hall Association for the
donation of seventy-five
tickets to the student
body, and the Hatfield
Hall staff. The event
raised
approximately
$1,200 for the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Vigo
County. David said, “I
was absolutely ecstatic
about how smoothly the
event went. It’s always
nerve-wracking putting
on a big event.”

Isaac Sachs/Rose Thorn

Comedian Steve Hofftter performs Saturday night for Big Brothers Big Sisters, hosted by Pi Kappa Alpha.

Housing: an inside perspective

Rachel Howser

Staff Writer

T

he Rose-Hulman Ofﬁce of Student Affairs
has begun processing information for 20082009 student on-campus
housing. This year, Student
Affairs decided to change several things about the housing
process. They used a ﬂashier
advertising campaign, required an intent to live on
campus form, implemented
a new website that allows
students to search for potential roommates, and required
a larger housing deposit. The
goal of these changes is to
simplify the housing process
and gain more information
about housing trends. Associate Dean of Student Affairs
Tom Miller explained, “We
really tried to streamline the
process this year to allow the

3

NEWS

process to go more smoothly.”
The ﬁrst change the Ofﬁce of Student Affairs implemented was a new advertising strategy. This strategy is
entitled, “5 easy steps to oncampus housing.” For this
campaign, the ofﬁce consolidated the housing process
into “5 easy steps” and developed an attractive design for
the distribution of the steps.
The steps were distributed
via both campus mailboxes
and e-mail on March 3. The
steps included receiving
the information on March
3, attending an information
meeting on March 6, completing and intent form by
March 14, receiving a housing preference form on April
28, and completing the housing form with a housing deposit by April 30. If students
follow these steps, they will

most likely get campus housing; however, there is always
a chance of overcrowding, in
which case seniors would not
be able to live on campus.
During the information
meetings on March 6, Miller
and Director of Residence
Life Erik Hayes informed
students about the on-campus housing process. They
informed the students of
important dates, went over
the “5 easy steps to on-campus housing,” and went over
common housing mistakes.
One of the most important
new developments in the
housing process is the intent
form. For the ﬁrst time, the
Ofﬁce of Student Affairs is requiring that students ﬁll out
an intent to live on campus
form. Students who do not
ﬁll out the form will not receive any more information
about campus housing. This

both motivates students to
ﬁll out the form and reduces
the email spam received by
commuter and graduating
students. This form also give
the Student Affairs ofﬁce a
better idea of how many students wish to live on campus.
There is room for approximately 600 upperclassmen
students on campus. As of
Tuesday, March 11, 647 students had already expressed
interest in living on campus.
Of the upperclassmen halls,
Percopo, Skinner, and the
apartments had been overrequested by over 20%. This
may be an indication of an
upcoming
over-crowding
problem, or students who
ﬁlled out the form may decide to live off campus. The
intent forms are due on Friday, March 14.
Contiuned on Page 3...
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PUZZLES & CLASSIFIEDS

The Rose Thorn

CodeWord
by Jim Sedoff

Instructions:
Each letter in this puzzle is represented by a number
1-26.
Can you crack the code and solve the crossword?
Every letter of the alphabet is used at least once.
Three letters are already in place to get you started.
http://www.puzzlechoice.com/pc/Codeword_Prinx.html

Find the answers to all Rose
Thorn puzzles at:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/
thorn

CLASSIFIEDS

House for rent

Apartment for rent

Nice clean house for rent near Collett Park. Two bedroom, kitchen, living room, dining room, bath. Corner
lot, fenced in backyard. No pets. Call 243-0555 for more
information.

Large, furnished three bedroom apartment available
beginning Fall quarter. Nine month lease. $600 includes
utilities. Contact Dr. Ditteon (CL104, Box 171, ext. 8247 or
299-5182) for more information.

Gibson Apartments
1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up some include all
utilities but lights. NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884.

Sharp Flats
Thinking about living off-campus for the ‘08-’09 school
year? Visit www.sharpﬂats.com or call (812)-877-1146.
Sharp Flats East located next to Rose-Hulman campus.
Sharp Flats in town located on or near South 6th Street.

House for rent

House for rent
Reserve your 3-6 bd. house now for 08-09 school year.
In better neighborhoods with ample parking and close
to campus. 2+ baths, central air, fridge, range, dishwasher, washer and dryer all included. Two car garages
and very clean and well-maintained with 24 hr service.
9-12 month leases. My past and current RHIT tenants
are my references to you! Call 478-9286.

4 bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA NICE!
Call 232-6977 after 11 am. Please leave ph #.

Sharp Flats

House for rent

Need a place to live right now or for the 08-09 school
year? Check out Sharp Flats East. Just a ﬁve minute walk
to campus. We have studios, efﬁciencies and one bedrooms. Some units are furnished and some include all
utilities. Check us out www.sharpﬂats.com or call us at
(812) 877-1146.

3 bedrooms extra clean with kitchen appliance, North
10th St., updated basement, hardwood and carpet ﬂoors,
fenced yard, car garage, no pets, $795+ utility, email Dr.
Hariri or call 317-873-5923. Please leave ph#.

Bake shop counter worker

House for rent

Part time hours - great for students
Monday - Saturday shifts
Applications can be picked up at
Clabber Girl Corporation
900 Wabash Avenue, 2nd Floor Receptionist

Editorial Staff
Co-Editor-in-Chief
Co-Editor-in-Chief
Editor-in-Chief
Emeritus
News Editor
News Editor Emeritus
Opinions Editor
Entertainment Editor
Entertainment Editor
Emeritus
Living Editor
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Humor Editor Emeritus
Copy Editor
Copy Editor Emeritus
Photo Editor
Layout Manager

Andrew Klusman
Jim Sedoff
Aaron Meles
Scott Gallmeier
Ryan Schultz
OPEN
Ben Collins
Philip Meiser
Jessica Rogers
Mike Ferguson
Matt Melton
Alex Clerc
Tim Boyer
Chris Casillas
Andrew Carlson
Cari Harper

4 bedroom house for rent
10 yr standing relationship with RHIT students
$200 per student. Take both male and female
37 Home Avenue (812) 232-0372

The Rose Thorn

Thorn Staff

CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999
Phone:(812)877-8255
Fax: (812)877-8166
E-mail: thorn@rose-hulman.edu
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn

J.P. Verkamp
Staff Writers David Bander
Emma Carroll
James Zhou
Kyle Kamischke
Rachel Howser
Tim Olmsted
Tiffany Parrott
John Pinkus
Christine Price
“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed

by providing an accurate and
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
ﬁrst through ninth week each quarter.

Cartoonist Erin Hudson
Photographers Christina Davis
Suzanne Kissel

Albert Mui
Isaac Sachs
Matt Vargo

Administrative Staff
Advertising Manager
Business Manager
Webmaster
Advisor

Parker Lee
Andrew Carlson
Tom W. Most
Richard House

The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers. We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Ofﬁce (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors. The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
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Housing, from Page 1
The Residence Hall Association has developed a website that allows students to
look for roommates. If students are interested in living
in Skinner, Percopo, or the
apartments, they must organize themselves in groups
of four suitemates. Students
who are looking for other students to make a group of four
can use this website to search
for other students looking for
roommates. To access this
website, go to http://www.
rose-hulman.edu/RHA
and
click on “Find-A-Roommate.”
On April 28, students who
filled out the intent form will
have access to housing preference forms on BannerWeb.
This form allows students
to specify their roommates
and state their preference
of residence hall and meal
plan. These forms are due
on banner web by April 30.
Students must also include
a $200 housing deposit that
should be turned in to the
Student Financial Services
Office by the same date.

Andrew Carlson / Rose Thorn

Students listen as Erik Hayes, Director of Residence Life, and Tom Miller, Associate Dean for Student Affairs, speak on the housing process.

Drug traces found in water

J.J. Yang

The Daily Bruin
Los Angeles drinking water,
along with water supplies in 24
other metropolitan areas around
the country, recently tested positive for low levels of pharmaceuticals.
A ﬁve-month investigation by
the Associated Press found that
drinking water supplies across the
country contained trace amounts
of pharmaceuticals ranging from
over-the-counter pain medications to sex hormones and steroids, raising questions about
potential long-term consequences to human health.
According to the AP report, the
concentrations are tiny, measured in quantities of parts per
billion and far below the levels of
a medical dose.
Leading scientists and water
utility experts said the water is

likely safe, but said more studies
needed to be conducted to determine long-term risks.
“More research is needed to
determine the long term toxicological effects of these drugs,”
said Mel Suffet, Professor of Environmental Health Sciences at the
UCLA School of Public Health.
“Studies of treatment plants need
to be done to control the material
and minimize the material that
can potentially be in our water
supply.”
While the long-term effects are
unknown, Suffet said environmental effects have indicated the
potential harm of these drugs. “I
think the ecological impacts give
us an indication that there may
be a problem,” said Suffet. “Studies have shown the feminization
of ﬁsh in the environment due to
these compounds.”
Suffet said feminization of ﬁsh,
or the process of males reversing

genders, was caused by female
hormones present in the water.
Federal law requires water providers to distribute annual consumer conﬁdence reports that
reveal levels of regulated contaminants detected in the water.
But like pharmaceuticals, contaminants which are not on the
US Environmental Protection
Agency List, are not required to
be reported.
Water utility ofﬁcials, however,
insist that the water is safe.
Bart Koch, Chemistry Unit
manager of the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California, said the amount of pharmaceuticals was negligible, and
it would require a mass dosage to
create harm.
“Exposure to the therapeutic
doses of these pharmaceuticals would mean people have to
drink an equivalent of 120 Olympic size pools a day,” Koch said.

“Regulators need to ﬁrst establish the health effects of these
compounds, before we can start
implementing policies.”
Koch said ozone treatment
of water, which oxidizes harmful compounds into less-harmful substances, had shown to be
a promising method for treating
the compounds, but widespread
implementation was contingent
upon a more deﬁnite study.
Ofﬁcials at the EPA said that
they will begin studies reviewing human epidemiological data
and animal studies in determining the risk to human health.
Jen Kim, a CALPIRG organizer
at UCLA, said people have the
right to know what’s in their
drinking water and government
ofﬁcials should take responsibility.
“Ofﬁcials should be making
sure that people are drinking
safe water,” Kim said. “It’s a basic

Beer becomes eco-friendly

Melissa Silverberg

The Daily Illini
Environmentally
conscious
beer drinkers can now combine
their two interests with more
types of organic beer available in
the market, including products
from small brewing companies
and large corporations, like Anheuser-Busch.
Organic beer is brewed with
wild hops and barley grown on
organic, smaller farms that do
not use chemical pesticides or
fertilizers. In spite of the different
ingredients, the beer is brewed
the same as any other beer, said
Jon Cadoux, founder of Peak Organic Brewing Company.
“When you buy organic products, it’s a win-win situation. They
taste better, they are good environmentally and socially, and it’s
a better purchase,” Cadoux said.
In 2006, Anheuser-Busch released two organic beers, Wild
Hop lager beer and Stone Mill
pale ale. Both beverages are certiﬁed as 100 percent organic by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,

according to information provided by the company.
Anheuser-Busch is the producer of Budweiser, Michelob, Beck’s,
Boddingtons and Busch beers as
well as the Bacardi Silver line of
rum, Monster energy drinks and
many other beverages.
A spokesperson from Anheuser-Busch was not available for
further information.
While Anheuser-Busch does
not comment on sales ﬁgures,
Cadouxsaid “sales have been
growing like crazy.”
Peak Organic is distributed
around the country in restaurants, high-end liquor and wine
stores, and health food stores
such as Whole Foods Market.
They average $2.5 million in sales
annually, he added.
Organic beer may cost a little
more for a six-pack than the average commercial brand, and it
costs about 10 percent more to
produce, Cadoux said.
“The cost is a no-brainer,” he
said. “You used to have to pay a
higher price for organic, but it’s
getting less and less all the time.”

Although Peak Beer is not
found at Corkscrew Wine Emporium in Urbana, the store carries
several imported organic beers
and wines, said employee, Johnny Ride. Almost all of the wines
and breweries available at the
emporium use organic practices
in their production, even if they
are not certiﬁed organic, Ride
added.
“I think there is a loyal clientele
looking for organic products,” he
said. “There are a lot of people in
Urbana who shop at the Farmers’
Market and believe in organically
grown products.”
Den Liquors Discount Liquor
store in Champaign does not
carry organic beers, said employee Jim Randall.
Other hard liquor companies
are joining the organic movement as well, including Rain
Vodka, which has met the guidelines for the National Organic
Program of the Department of
Agriculture. The Department of
Agriculture guidelines specify
that the grain used in making the
vodka must be grown without

pesticides or herbicides and processed with only approved chemicals, according to the company’s
Web site.
Taste of the beverage may be
just as important to consumers as
being environmentally friendly.
“The organic movement is
great,” said Cadoux. “But it’s really all about taste.”

necessity and people shouldn’t
have to worry about what’s in it,
or what’s not in it.”
To better deal with the pharmaceuticals and minimize their
spread, Suffet suggested an
organized campaign in which
people could drop off old pills at
select locations instead of ﬂushing them down the toilet.
“People throw away old bottles
of pills that do not completely
metabolize. Any product that is
used by people will eventually
get in the wastewater,” Suffet
said.
“We’re the recycling generation; we can set up stations at
supermarkets where people can
throw away old pills and dispose
of them there.”
In response to the investigation, two U.S. senators have
called for hearings to address
public safety, which are scheduled for April.

Correction
In the March 7, 2008 edition of The Rose Thorn, we
misattributed the article
“Attorney addresses human
trafﬁcking.” In last week’s
edition, this article had been
attributed as written by Julia
Terruso of The Daily Orange.
This writer of this article was
Christopher Sinatra of The
Daily Orange.
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Audiosurf

Experience your music
Ben Collins
Entertainment
Editor
Audio s u r f
Availa b l e f ro m St e a m
$9.95
While console systems have
seen the many incarnations of
the beat/singing/general music game, there have been little
if any flagship games the music
fan can play on the personal
computer (PC). “Guitar Hero
III” III for now is the only big
name option and aside from
that there are only smaller independent games that only mimic
the general gameplay mechanics without the polish and shine
of either the PC or console releases. I’ve not minded being
left out of the apparent revelation the gaming industry had
in developing the genre but all
things considered, we’ve officially been left to fend for ourselves in the sea of ideas that is
online flash games.
Audiosurf enters into the
scene as giants “Rock Band”
and “Guitar Hero III” keep
soaring higher on the wave of
self-induced, living room rockstardom . It appears to be just
another music game, albeit a
$10 price tag and indie appeal.
More importantly though, it’s
one of the first independent
music games to show us something we as gamers are both familiar with and yet have never

seen before. The game has a
total of over fourteen playing
styles available right off the bat
with no unlocked content necessary, which is strikingly different from its predecessors.
The game has full access to your
music library, not only using every available format from WMA,
MP3 and iTunes with easy to
scroll menus and even randomization. This in total is very different from the current “music
game” model which is tried and
true.
Words fail to really describe
what the game actually is. I saw
it initially as some weird cross
between Tetris and a racing
game set to music. That’s it in a
nutshell but that same nutshell
is plastered with “ridiculously
awesome” on the front. The
gameplay can be seen as mindless if you simply roll down

than randomly placed blocks
to wow and amaze the downtrodden. The blocks actually
signify beats and various aspects of the music that you
become more intently familiar
as you play and replay songs.
The tempo reflects the speed
at which you travel so songs
pertaining to the metal and
electronica genres are going
to be the real challenge. When
you’re traveling down the music path, screaming through
the insane solos of “Through
the Fire and Flames,” the
game shines as being challenging but playable.
Another shining star to this
game is the beautiful graphics
that seem almost out of place
for indie games. The beauty
of the game is comparable to
many next generation games
available and even excels over

http://www.gamefaqs.com

the music highway mixing and
matching the colored blocks
but the mechanic uses more

the graphics of “Guitar Hero
III” and “Rock Band”, minus the
physics engine. While there is

http://www.gamefaqs.com

no random crowd to generate
while rocking out, there is a random race track designed specifically for each song no matter
what song is chosen. It’s a completely different kind of requirement for graphics and where
“Guitar Hero III” has been tried
and true using repeated video
clips, Audiosurf jumps whatever expectations you have and
leads you to a new vision and
new standard for music-based
gameplay.
Much like Portal, however,
Audiosurf also suffers from being propelled to greatness without much more directions left
to travel; yeah, the game looks
and plays great, it’s a five star
game but where do we as fans
expect to keep going? There is
no need for any further development and hence Audiosurf
will eventually see it’s moment
in the sun and be ripped off

once innovation becomes beating a dead horse. Also, while
the controls are quite seamless
for the mouse user, one mode
requires you utilize two cars at
once and control one with directional controls on the keyboard. It seems really cool and a
great challenge but when using
the keyboard, controls detract
from the connection the player
has to the vehicle which equals
bad experiences.
Negativity aside, this is the
game for the music fans demanding something mainstream for the PC. While there
are several little issues that have
no real resolution, there’s nothing wrong overall that would detract from the fun you’ll have.
Ofﬁcial Thorn rating: 5 elephants

World domination by sharply dressed
Ben Collins
Entertainment
Editor

The Black
& White Album
In the third studio release from
the Swedish garage rock following
the critically acclaimed “Tyrannosaurus Hives,” we’re presented
with something that follows in the
Hives usual footprints of raunchy garage rock and still is just as
good.
There isn’t anything strange and
ridiculous about the Hives that
hasn’t been said before and they
probably aren’t going to change
so I ﬁgure that’s not the pertinent
comparison between the band’s
prior albums. It’s a lot of the same
distinctive sound of garage revival
rock which in comparison to everything else out today is like the
giant angst ridden pimple of the
rock music scene. It’s blaring, it’s
ridiculously themed lyrics, and,
quite frankly, it is a style that isn’t
anywhere in the current popular music scene. Still, I was giddy
when I saw the album sitting there
on the CD rack.
As an overall album, it has the
music I’ve come to expect, but
there are some key differences
from any of their past work. “A
Stroll Through Hive Manor Corridors” is a instrumental track that
strikes me as very uncharacteristic.

It’s very ominous and strikes me
as lacking any point to be made,
which is funny as an afterthought
but I’ve found myself preferring
not to sit through it and skipping
back to the more natural Hives.
After several tracks in, the album
also takes a turn musically that
I’ve never experienced from their
previous album, “Tyrannosaurus
Hives.” Initiating the deeper funk
of songs like “Walk Idiot Walk,”
“T.H.E.H.I.V.E.S.” with its claim of
dominance and deep vocals and
“Won’t be Long” with an equally
unique sound when compared to
“A Stroll Through Hive Manor Corridors,” it’s a brief interlude into
the creative force that is the band.
“Giddy Up,” while having a few
good qualities is again more confusing then enjoyable. The album
ends on a great high note and left
me with less qualms about actual
time length then their last.
On a critical note for the album,
it explores new styles for the group
while retaining the same pulse
throbbing enthusiasm and welcomed shameless self promotion. They don’t stray
too far from the rock feel in
most of their new musical
endeavors and in fact seem
to align themselves with a
catchier pop style, especially in “T.H.E.H.I.V.E.S.”
As mentioned before
though, some of the songs
are so far out of any expectation that they just didn’t
belong on the ﬁnal cut of
songs. It would be interesting to see what didn’t get
on the album just to know

what other new directions the
band had attempted.
When balancing everything
out, I like the album, but more in
a casual capacity. There’s nothing wrong with that, and there is
nothing wrong with the album,
but it has started to show me the
declining appeal for the band in
the mainstream. It doesn’t cater
to the masses, and that’s great artistically, but when you stand by
the same clear cut image of past
work, there isn’t any excuse.
Ofﬁcial Thorn rating: 3 elephants

http://www.wikipedia.org

The third studio release from The Hives.

Seen any good movies?
Beaten or played a new game?
Send in reviews to entertainment@rose-hulman.edu
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Building selfconﬁdence

Christopher Smith

Rose-Hulman
Staff Counselor
Over the past few weeks, I have
been thinking a lot about how
the power of having a positive
outlook on life. Although there
are many ways to develop a positive outlook, one of the easiest is
to start with building self-conﬁdence. Self-conﬁdence can inﬂuence so many aspects of our lives;
from talking with an
attractive
student
you
saw
in class, to
landing the
internship
you want
for
the
s u m m e r.
In so many
aspects of
our lives
belief
in
one’s self
can offer
tremendous advantages. On the ﬂip side, when
we don’t believe in ourselves it
can affect the way we act. If you
don’t feel conﬁdent, you might
not approach that attractive student, or you might not feel comfortable enough to ace that interview.
So, how can you build and
maintain conﬁdence? When it
comes to conﬁdence it is important to pay attention to how
you perceive yourself. Take a few
minutes and listen to what you
say to yourself about your own
conﬁdence. Are you saying positive things? Do you hear a lot of
negative things? Do you ﬁnd that
you have an “I can do it” attitude,
or do you have an “I am not good
at that” attitude? If you think that
you are not good at something,
then the chances are you will

“

prove yourself right and you will
talk yourself right out of performing well.
There are ways that you can
combat these conversations. One
way is to develop a positive inner
monologue that helps keep you
on track. When you notice that
you are experiencing self-doubt
and you ﬁnd that you are talking
to yourself in a less than positive
way, try to focus on an accomplishment that you have and think
about how
that
accomplishment relates
to
the present experience. Another way
to
build
and maintain confidence
is to keep
track
of
the things
you
are
good at.
Remembering where your strengths are
and building on those strengths
is a great way to help self conﬁdence. Lastly, try to avoid comparing yourself to others. If you
are constantly trying to live up
to other people’s standards or
comparing yourself to someone
else, you don’t allow for your own
strengths to shine through.
Keep in mind that everyone experiences lulls in self-conﬁdence,
but if you focus on developing a
positive inner monologue and
building on your strengths, you
will be able to get through the
tough times with ease.

Remembering where your
strengths are and
building on those
strengths is a great
way to help selfconﬁdence.

”

This information is not intended to diagnose, treat, or prevent
any disease or disorder, nor is it
intended to replace a consultation
with a mental health provider.

Living in the Internet age
Jessica Rogers
Living Editor
We’re in college. Society almost
expects us to go to parties, have a
good time, and document it with
pictures and video. Personally,
my favorite part is seeing what
silly pictures I’ve taken with my
friends no matter what we were
doing. Networking sites such
as Facebook and MySpace have
made this very easy, but at what
cost?
As I sit in my ofﬁce at work, I
tend to be overcome with boredom and, as many people do, I
check out my friends on Facebook. Occasionally, co-workers
will come into my ofﬁce and ask
me about school and what my
friends and I do for fun. Naturally,
I tell them about what clubs I’m
in and the various opportunities
that come up to join in things at
Rose. However, today something
different happened. An engineer
came in as I was looking through
an album of pictures from a party. The engineer saw what I was
looking at and, without missing a
beat, said that when he was doing
hiring for a company he worked
for, if he had seen pictures like
that of the candidates he was

interviewing, he would just toss
their resume in the trash, not
because he did not like knowing
about that behavior but because
the candidate was willing to plaster it all over the Internet.
Even if proﬁles are on private
and pictures can only be viewed
by your friends, you never know
who will be standing there looking at the monitor. It could be a
prospective employer, a current
employer, a parent, or even a
stalker. You could have the perfect resume and the perfect interview for your dream job. It is hard
to imagine, but you could throw
away four years of hard work in
college by simply having pictures
on the web of that night you went
bar-hopping.
I’m not saying to become a
hermit and refuse to socialize. I
am simply saying use discretion
with what you place on your
websites. There have been several cases where students have
been disciplined and people
have lost jobs, simply because
someone put a video on YouTube showing some inappropriate conduct. Do not throw away
what you have worked hard for,
simply for some pictures or a
funny video.

LIVING

St. Patrick’s Day

Elizabeth Beller
Guest Writer
St. Patrick’s Day: a secular
holiday where everyone is Irish
and the beer is green. However, there are some interesting
facts to this traditionally Roman
Catholic holiday, which like St.
Valentine’s Day has gone the
way of Hallmark.
A little known fact about the
saint, who is so often associated
with drunken endeavors, is that,
according to http://www.Americancatholic.org, Saint Patrick is
the patron saint of engineers.
He was credited with this patronage due to his work in Ireland with instructing the Irish
to use a “lime mortar instead of
dry masonry” according to the
Herrick Memorial Library at Alfred University. Moreover, the
library states that he became
the patron saint of ceramic engineers by his initiation of ceramic works which transformed
into organized crafts.
Another interesting religious
point associated with the holiday is the Shamrock. According to http://www.catholic.org,
Saint Patrick “used the shamrock to explain the Trinity,” with
its three leaves being representative of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit existing as separate
elements through the same entity as symbolized through the
connection at the base through
the shamrock’s stem. Since that
time the shamrock has often
been linked with both Saint Patrick and the Irish.
Additionally, the number
three has been rumored to be
Ireland’s lucky number. Since
a shamrock has three leaves, it
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is indicative of all
the
connections
of three, such as
love, valor, and wit
or faith, hope, and
charity. Traditionally, numbers were
very important as
Celtic
symbols.
“Everything good
in Ireland comes in
threes. The rhythm
of storytelling in
the Irish tradition
is based on threefold
repetition.
This achieves both
intensiﬁcation and
exaggeration. Even
in today’s quality
pub talk, a raconteur can rarely resist a third adjective, especially if it
means stretching a
point.” according
to http://www.theholidayspot.com.
A ﬁnal interesting tradition is that
of the leprechaun.
http://www.obriensirishcottage.com/
A leprechaun is acSaint Patrick, patron saint of engineers
tually an Irish fairy.
But this fairy is no
Tinkerbell; they are
small, unfriendly old men who will tell you where the treasure
live alone and make shoes in is. However, being the cunning
their free time. As anyone who little creature he is, if you take
has watched a Lucky Charms your eye off him for even a seccommercial can tell you, they ond, he will vanish and you are
also possess hidden treasure, out of luck.
Saint Patrick’s Day is pretty
most often in the form of a pot
of gold. According to the leg- neat even without the green
ends, you ﬁnd a leprechaun by beer or the huge inﬂux of Irish
following the sound of his shoe- population for a day. Although,
maker’s hammer. (if you know it no longer holds the religious
what that sounds like, you are connotation that it once did,
set). Once you ﬁnd him, you can everyone can enjoy this holiday.
threaten to beat him up and he Just don’t forget to wear green!

Whisk Witchery

Emma Carroll
Staff Writer
This week we are going to
cater to the large group of the
kitchen appliance illiterate, or
those people who don’t like to
leave their room to make food.
Now, what do most college dorm
rooms always have? You guessed
it, a microwave! Believe it or
not, you can make an amazing
amount of things that would
usually require a stovetop or
oven in this compact little appliance, and who doesn’t love
that kind of convenience? Snack
foods are always a nice treat and
always a favorite, so go and venture forth into the new and wonderful world of easy cooking and
take a chance with these three
tasty recipes! Also, please remember that unless you like ﬁre
alarms and ﬁreworks in your microwave, metal and microwaves
don’t mix, so check your dishes
before popping them in.

Microwave Mini Pizzas
1 (6 count) package English
mufﬁns
1 small jar pizza sauce
8 oz. package shredded
Mozzarella cheese
48 slices pepperoni (optional)
additional toppings to taste
Directions: Pour sauce on to
open-face mufﬁns. Place four
slices of pepperoni on each muf-

ﬁn. Top each mufﬁn with a generous amount of cheese. Bake
in microwave for two minutes
or until cheese is melted. Serves
three, or cut into fourths to serve
as party food.

Chocolate Microwave
Cake
1/4 c. Hershey’s cocoa
2/3 c. hot water, divided
3/4 c. plus 2 tbsp. ﬂour
1 c. sugar
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/4 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 c. plus 2 tbsp. vegetable oil
1 egg
2 tsp. vanilla extract
Directions: Grease round micro-proof baking dish, 7 1/4 x
2 1/4 inch or 8 x 1 1/2 inches,
line bottom with plastic wrap.
In small microwave-proof bowl,
combine cocoa and 1/3 cup water; microwave on high for 40 to
50 seconds. In a medium bowl,
combine ﬂour, sugar, baking
soda, baking powder, and salt.
Add oil, the remaining 1/3 cup
hot water, egg, vanilla and chocolate mixture; beat until batter
is smooth and well-blended.
Pour batter into prepared pan.
Microwave on high 5 to 6 minutes without turning until cake
begins to pull away from sides
(some moist spots may remain
but will disappear on standing).

Let stand 5 minutes, invert
onto serving plate. Peel off plastic wrap; let it cool, and frost.

Nuked Nacho Deluxe
One 16-ounce can refried beans
1/2 cup reduced-fat or regular
sour cream
3/4 cup bottled salsa
1 cup shredded Cheddar
or Mexican Blend cheese
2 tablespoons chopped fresh
cilantro, plus more for garnish
A few big handfuls of yellow
corn tortilla chips
Directions: With a large spoon,
spread out the beans in a ring
on a large microwave-safe dinner plate, leaving clear about 4
inches in the center of the plate.
That’s where you’re going to pile
the chips. Smear the sour cream
and then the salsa over the beans.
Sprinkle about half of the cheese
and then the cilantro over everything. As you build up the layers,
be sure to leave the space in the
center of the plate empty.
Microwave on high for 2 minutes. Remove the plate from the
microwave, pile the chips in the
center of the plate, and sprinkle
the remaining cheese over the
chips. Return the plate to the microwave and nuke again on high
for 1 minute, until the cheese
has melted. Use a pot holder to
take the plate out; it will be hot.
Dash with a couple pinches of
chopped cilantro. Serve hot.
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OPINIONS
seriously. Mark Minster
Fire safety & Rose
The Rose Thorn

Tim Boyer
Copy Editor
In the past week, there have
been two signiﬁcant incidents
requiring the evacuation of two
buildings due to the activation
of the ﬁre alarm. In both events,
there seemed to be either a lack
of knowledge or a lack of respect
for ﬁre safety.
First, one week ago, the Moench Hall ﬁre alarm activated at
about 9:20am when belts in one
of the air handlers burned due
to an internal problem in the
handlers themselves, according
to Mike Howard, the Manager of
Environmental Health and Safety here at Rose. “The ﬁre alarm
system worked precisely as it is
designed to by shutting down
the air handler, closing the duct
dampers, and activating the ﬁre
alarm” he said.
However, perhaps the most
notable part of the e-mail sent
out by him was that “the silencing of the alarm system does not
mean it is safe to re-enter the
building … Please wait until you
are instructed to re-enter by Public Safety, Facilities or Emergency
personnel.” When asked why the
occupants were not re-evacuated, he said, “During this particular situation, we determined
that at the time we silenced the
alarms … we had the situation
under control and there was no
further threat or danger. So, the
need to re-evacuate was not necessary at [that] time.”
It is my conjecture, that if the
situation had been more serious
and dangerous, that people reentering the building would have
only made the situation more

complicated, dangerous, and
chaotic, and that the people who
decided to re-enter on their own
accord were taking a large risk.
The large risk is solely the fault
of those choosing to go back inside. Not knowing the policy
(while caution is a good reason to
wait anyway) is not a valid excuse
considering all of Rose’s emergency procedures are posted
online and said information was
advertised to all of campus.
The second event that arose
recently was this past Wednesday
evening in the Apartment Style
Residence Hall when the ﬁre
alarm was activated for a second
night in a row, the previous night
being for a ﬁre drill. Unofﬁcially,
the cause of the activation has
been reported to be a resident’s
inability to properly cook ﬁsh.

Tim Boyer / Rose Thorn

“The silencing of the alarm system does not mean it is safe to re-enter the building.” - Mike Howard, Manager of Environmental Health
and Safety

Your opinion?

Jim Sedoff
Co-Editor-in-Chief
Welcome to spring quarter everyone. As you might have noticed, we have been getting some
great weather, which means, of
course, being completely distracted in class as we admire the
beautiful outdoors. Who can resist the arrival of spring? So if you
haven’t noticed yet, we recently
had a shufﬂing of positions. I have
become your beloved Opinions
Editor-turned-Co-Editor-in-Chief
from my humble beginnings as
your puzzle maker. Yet, worry not!
I shall not abandon all you puzzlers; check out the new puzzle
type, CodeWord (see page 2).
Although with the coming of
spring, is the dawning of the end
of the year. And I hope that this
quarter brings some heated discussions about anything and everything that happens on and off
campus. And, as Smoky informed
me every morning during my Saturday morning cartoons, only you
can help start the ﬁre. So don’t be
afraid to send your opinions to the

In this situation, most of the occupants of the building remained
outside even after the alarm had
been silenced. However, those
who had been waiting in line for
dinner in Subway decided that
their desire to save their place
in line outweighed the threat of
possible danger.
Perhaps many students believe common sense is the only
tool they need (although it is not
guaranteed that 100% of Rose
students possess this quality),
however, this is most deﬁnitely
a case where knowledge is power, or at least power to save your
and others’ lives. Mr. Howard expects to hold another set of meetings, similar to those held in fall
quarter, to present the valuable
knowledge in safety that Rose has
to offer.

e-mail below.
Care to rant about the guy telling you to cheer less for our teams,
or maybe how much you hated
my article last week about Apple’s
new revolution? Well then, too
bad! You’ll just have to live with it
forever and ever; or just send me a
e-mail.
Get your laptops out and get
typing. What are your thoughts on
the geese that will be returning to
campus in a few weeks (love them
or hate them)? I’m polling and
I want a response (I’ll even post
letters that you send me; it’s ingenious, I know!).
Jump on it, Rose-Hulman! And
while I’m at it, turn off your lights
when you aren’t using them (that
means when you leave the room
and go to sleep); it ticks me off. We
were on track for the Sustainability Club’s MP3 challenge and now
we are behind, c’mon! It’s not that
hard.
You know what really gets my
ire, people throwing rocks onto
the lake when it is starting to freeze
over. No wait, that’s my friend who
gets angry about that…

I’ll print almost anything!
Send me your opinions.
e-mail: opinions@rose-hulman.edu

By now you’ve heard about the
Vatican’s list of seven new deadly sins— new, improved vices!
This week’s list makes me want
to shake Monsignor Gianfranco
Girotti’s hand, not because I
agree that all seven are sins, but
because his list acknowledges,
more readily than did the old
one, that our deeds affect more
than just ourselves.
Except for wrath, perhaps, all
the old ones tended to be inside-out hedgehogs: their sharp
edges hurt you more than they
hurt others (how I wish I’d made
up this reverse hedgehog thing!).
Lust, gluttony, greed, sloth—one
week at Rose helps you forget
you ever knew what sloth was
like— wrath, envy, and pride:
“ave atque vale!” Hail and farewell! We hardly knew ye!
Now come the sins that hurt
others more: pedophilia (duh);
social inequity, together with
the redunculous1 concentration
of wealth in the hands of a few
(which is I think how the Monsignor phrased it—my Italian’s
rough); genetic engineering
and abortion (watch us liberals squirm!); drug dealing (this
one seems like they had six and
needed one more); and my personal favorite, Pollution.
I’ve taken to calling this the
“thou shalt not mistreat” list:
don’t mistreat kids, the poor, the
poor, DNA, kids (unborn), addicts, or the water and air we and
other animals drink and breathe.
Maybe kids are overrepresented
on the list, maybe women are
underrepresented (though social inequity might address this
1

somewhat), maybe science gets
unfairly lumped in (though I’ve
long thought Monsanto was
Latin for “wickedness”), but
these are quibbles. I’d have tried
somehow to work in telemarketers. But pollution and social
inequity are worth the price of
admission.
The only downside—for me,
personally—is that now I have
to add “Catholic envy” to my list
of religious traditions I envy. You
see, I’m an Episcopalian, and
Episcopalians are the Al Gore of
denominations: we may make
some smart and needful points,
but wow, you don’t want to see
us dance. “Catholic envy” now
joins:
(a) “Jewish envy,” which began
at Mark Skandera’s bar mitzvah
in 1981, and became a permanent part of my life with reading Martin Buber’s “Tales of the
Hasidim,” Isaac Babel’s short
stories, and “midrashim” on
Genesis;
(b) “Eastern Orthodox envy,”
about which, let’s just say a blonde
Macedonian was involved, and
some icons and incense;
(c) “Shingon envy,” an esoteric sect of Japanese Buddhism
whose priests walk around
mountains, which is just cool;
(d) “Gnostic envy,” because of
their secret handshakes and gematria; and
(e) “Agnostic envy,” because
agnosticism just feels like less
work than actually believing
something.
That’s a lot of envy, I realize.
But maybe I’m off the hook with
envy now that there’s a new list?

http://www.urbandictionary.com/deﬁne.php?term=redunculous

Extremism’s worst
enemy

Aaron Meles
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus

In a recent New York Times article titled “Violence Leaves Young
Iraqis Doubting Clerics,” writers
described a growing feeling of
disenchantment and frustration
among Iraqi youth with religious
extremism and those who preach
it. While the Times’ numbers are
not statistically signiﬁcant (only
40 Iraqis in accessible areas were
interviewed), the article provides
a fascinating insight into the effects and results of the Bush
administration’s current strategy
on “ﬁghting terrorism” – efforts
which I once thought were totally
counter-productive, but now believe may actually be getting the
job done, but for completely different and unintended reasons.
The Times article uses interviews with Iraqi youth, Islamic
clerics, and detention facility administrators to paint a picture of
a generation of Iraqis growing
dissatisﬁed with the direction Islamic religious structures are taking them. A feeling of resentment
and even hate towards extremist
clerics is rising, and with good
reason.
Many Iraqis are blaming clerics (many of whom were placed
in their positions after the fall of
Saddam Hussein, despite having no qualiﬁcations or religious
training) for the danger they now

face daily and the restrictive lives
they must lead because of strictly
applied Islamic laws. The effects
of this are now being seen: attendance at public prayers has
noticeably fallen since 2005, professors are having trouble recruiting graduate students for religion
classes, and respect for the political power of religious leaders
seems to be beginning to wane.
What is fascinating to me about
this grassroots movement is how
impossible it would have been
without the invasion of Iraq. I
have always believed that invading countries was the antithesis
of “ﬁghting terrorism” (I continue
to use quotation marks around
this term because I hate using
buzzwords—especially ones oxymoronic in nature). However,
without the destabilization of the
Iraqi government under Saddam
Hussein and the subsequent rise
of Islamic extremist groups like
Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, Iraqis
would never have had the opportunity to experience life with religious extremists in power.
If these groups had been suppressed, Iraqis would never have
had ﬁrsthand experience of what
it would be like to have religious
ﬁgures in political control. Instead, extremist groups would
have endured, slowly siphoning
off more youth into their organizations and preaching about a
better world that they could cre-

ate. Instead, driven by poverty and
the need to express their dissatisfaction, youth quickly ﬂooded the
ranks of such organizations (many
of which are no more than conglomerates of gangsters), where
they learned ﬁrsthand of what
extremism had in store for them.
Naturally, many recoiled after seeing what life in such organizations
had done to them.
Even those outside of such organizations have noticed the negative effects of the rise of extremism—as religious leaders took
control of political power, personal freedoms were stiﬂed and punishments were severely enforced:
those caught smoking had their
ﬁngers broken and long hair was
cut and fed to the wearer.
Obviously, Islamic extremism
has begun to defeat itself in Iraq.
Was this the best way to breed a
grassroots resistance to religious
extremism in Iraq? It’s unlikely.
However, the past is behind us,
and quite surprisingly and inadvertently, the war in Iraq has
provided a laboratory to study
the effects of rampant Islamic
extremism as well as the Bush
administration’s efforts to end it.
While invasion certainly is not
the way to eliminate terrorism
(if such a thing can ever truly be
done), the Bush administration
may have been fortunate enough
to stumble upon the results they
desired, if only by accident.
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FLIPSIDE
Why are we losing at
Jeopardy?

























This day...

1899:

Spain cedes
Puerto Rico
to the United States. Spoils
of war, man. We get the rum
making capital of the Western
Hemisphere all because we accidentally blew up one of our






Aaron Meles - Wishes He Were on Jeopardy Too
own ships Dick Cheney style.
Sweet. Oops. On a lighter note,
Puerto Rico sports an average
temperature of 82.4 degrees
Fahrenheit without drastic
seasonal changes. I’m currently crying with jealously.

...in history

Top Ten rules
of laking
Matthew Melton
I am Soooooo Getting Laked Again

12. Don’t pick a target who can’t try to stop the laking. (a.k.a. injured people, those who can’t swim, or people who have been
drinking. Especially the last one…)
11. Take people’s shoes off before you throw them in. That way,
they have to put their shoes back on before they chase you down
and exact revenge…lovingly, of course…
10. If it’s someone’s birthday, they should probably be laked. No
questions asked.
9. Always empty people’s pockets off before you lake them! (This
way you can take their ID for free subway!)
8. Laking your RA’s and SA is fun, but do remember that they are
wayyyy better at laking than you are…
7. All people helping to lake someone are free game for being laked
by the person being laked, other people laking the same person,
or a third party that comes out of nowhere. (In other words, leave
your cell phone in your room when you go-a-laking.)
6. Never lake girls wearing white T-shirts. (This one is for their
emotional and your physical safety.)
5. Better yet, you should probably just never lake girls. (They have
nails…and cooties…)
4. When laking, do it right. Don’t drop someone off the side off
the pier, where the sharp pointy rocks will have to break their fall.
Toss them like a salad towards the raft!
3. If laking is inevitable, take someone with you. Then see # 1.
2. By the power vested in my as the Editor of the Flipside, I ofﬁcially declare Laking Season…should involve the fact that it’s
supposed to be 70 degrees Fahrenheit next Wednesday…
1. It’s perfectly acceptable, even encouraged, to lake back twice
as good those who have laked you. (Twice as good is deﬁned as
thrown in twice, during a much colder night, or waking them up
to lake them.)

Wacky prof quotes
“If you were my age, you’d
be dead!” — Mr. Pete
Gustafson, the wise sage of
Rose-Hulman.
“This should make you want
to rip your hair out. When
you get to looking like me,
stop.” — Dr. Massman,
giving fashion and stress
release tips at the same
time.
“This is what a supercritical
ﬂuid looks like, it sits on
the lab bench says things
like ‘you dress funny’ and
tells you that you’re doing the lab wrong.” — Dr.
Morris, with yet another
reason I’m happy to be a
Mechanical Engineer.
“That’s kind of nice. It’s
painted like the sky...it’s
chlorine!” — Dr. Thomas,
having a moment of ADD.
“Good to know you guys
have such lofty dreams
of messing with people,
driving a porche and eating ice cream.” — Dr. Mr.
Devasher, on our generation. That’s not true, we
also aspire to beat Halo 3
on Legendary.
“Whose belch do I service
ﬁrst?” — Dr. Hoover, apparently teaching Root
Beer 101...Sign me up!

The Rose Thorn

The Interview
Challenge

Matt Melton

Still Looking for an Internship...
You’ve done it. You passed the Career Fair with flying colors. Well,
at least the parts you tried to pass. You slid down the SRC stairs on
your snowboard, introduced yourself as the greatest thing to happen to the world since Internet porn, and somehow still managed
to get an interview. And now, it’s time to match your Career Fair
Challenge triumph with another terrible idea that I really want to
see someone try: The Interview Challenge.
The interview is a completely different monster than the Career
Fair. There are no second chances in the interview, no other employers six feet over looking for a piece of the Rose-Hulman pie.
You’ve got once chance to pull your fast ones on unsuspecting
companies and get out of there with a job. So put on your black
socks, comb your hair, tuck in your shirt…or do none of those and
enjoy the Interview Challenge!
Bronze Level: The Newbz0rs. These players are just joining in
on the fun, and it shows. Re-using childish tricks from the Career
Fair, they pull the usual clothing mistakes — no belt, white sox,
untucked shirt…you know, the basics. They’ll probably add a few
lies here or there for bonus points. Nothing big, just adding a tenth
to their GPA, exaggerating their “management” position at Burger
King in high school, or complimenting the interviewer on their
amazing sense of style. The quicker these pansies kick off their
training wheels, the better.
Students who should give this mundane challenge a try: People
who are freaking out about not being stuck at home this summer,
have a 2.0, or are allergic to excitement. Oh, and pretty much everyone at Rose at one time or another.
Silver Level: The Pr0z: Honing their mischievous interviewing
ways, these up and coming rebels are making things interesting.
Waltzing in wearing a pair of jeans, Led Zeppelin T-shirt, and carrying a Cuban cigar, the little white lies of last level are now full
blown deceptions. Yes, you were your high school valedictorian in
a class of 741. Sure, you’re the great-nephew of Albert Einstein. And
of course, you discovered the unified field theory. These professionals could sell ice to an Eskimo with their persuasive ways and
that’s why a job is in the bag despite the tom-foolery. Transition to
the gold level begins when they get a job offer and an invite to the
nearest bar for a drink.
Oh, and they drink on the company at the bar.
Interviewees who would stoop to this level: Ones that are planning on going to grad school, haven’t heard of “blacklisted” before,
really good poker players, and anyone who enjoys relaxing all day
at home over the summer.
Gold Level: Teh E1337. Champions of the chit-chat, the elite
members of this delightfully daring competition skip the usual
talks for completely ridiculous results. Ever had a deep conversation during an interview that resulted in the interviewer having a
religious conversion? That’s just another day on the interrogation
chair for these masters. They don’t miraculously walk out of the
room with just a job offer, no, they walk out with the interviewer’s
Starbucks in one hand and their beautiful daughters’ phone numbers in the other. It’s not about getting hired — it’s about life altering events in a thirty minute span with a job offer as a minor side
effect. Convincing the companies owner to change the company
name from his to yours isn’t far-fetched here. These guys don’t use
clothing mistakes, oh no, they use clothing travesties. No tie? How
about nothing but a tie. Then spend the interview describing your
life as a nudist and how successful it’s made you. And get hired.
With a record signing bonus. And another addition to your madeup nudist colony. Priceless. Think it can’t be done? Then maybe you
should stick to silver, you who wants to be a “productive member
of society.”
Who contains the amazing power for this level? Students who
lack any common sense whatsoever, know the interviewer has a really hot daughter, are James Bond, have a 4.1, or is badder than

Thorn Ofﬁce Staff Quote of the Week

“Is that amongst just Civils, or does it involve real engineers?” — CoEditor-in-Chief Andrew Klusman, putting Tim Boyer in his civil place.

“Today we are going to talk
about two things: Facebook and Spontaneous
Human Combustion.” —
Dr. House, for which I must
say ‘one of these things is
not like the other...’”
“Oh, my bad, you’re crying.
Let me give some points”
— Dr. Mr. Devasher, the
kind, caring, compassionate...Yeah...
“How can I make this harder?” — Dr. Cornwell, with
possibly the greatest ‘your
mother’ joke ever.
Erin Hudson - Sayer of 1000 Words

Gimme an r, R! Gimme an o, O! Gimme an s-e-hyphen-h-u-l-m-a-n-space-capital I-n-s-t-i-t-u-t-e-space-o-f-space-another capital T-e-c-h-n-o-l-o-g-y-exclamation point-exclmation point-exclamation point! What’s that spell? Rose Hulman Institute of Technology!!! Yay! All redunkulously long cheers and unattributed material was made up by Matty Melton, Yay! Everybody ready? OK! Calculus, Physics, Trigonometry! 6 more weeks I’m so sleepy! Again! Party, Laking, Goin to the bar! I forgot where I parked my car! Woo-hoo! I’m all outta cheers! Laterz!

